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his generosity. He recognised all talent gladly; and
the Tecognition in the case of George Eliot rose to
enthusiastic devotion. He looked up to her as in her
own field an entirely superior being, in the front rank
of contemporary genius. Their house became a temple
of a domestic worship, in which he was content to be
the high priest of the presiding deity. He stood as
much as possible between her and all the worries of
the outside world. He transacted her business, wrote
her letters, kept her from the knowledge of unpleasant
criticism, read all her books with her as they were
composed, made suggestions and occasional criticisms;
but, above all, encouraged her by hearty and sincere
praise during the fits of depression to which she was
constitutionally liable. She gave him the manuscripts
of her books with inscriptions recording her gratitude,
and the inscription in Romola may sum up her per-
manent sentiment: " To the Husband, whose perfect
love has been the best source of her insight and
strength, this manuscript is given by his devoted wife,
the writer."

The Leweses left England together in July 1854 and
went to Weimar, where he worked upon the Life of
Goethe. In November they went to Berlin, and re-
turned to England in March 1855. They saw a good
many distinguished Germans, only one of whom
" seemed conscious of his countrymen's deficiencies."
They were, however, kindly received; and George
Eliot's intellectual horizon was no doubt widened by
intercourse with Kauch the sculptor, Liszt the musi-
cian, Liebig the chemist, Varnhagen von Ense, and
others well known in various departments. She
worked at a translation of Spinoza's Ethics, whichy was made inoffensive bycquainted with the realities of life," can pronounceith-dancing, horse-
